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Flit ‘n’ 

More 
Spring is just around the corner, though 

it may not feel like it after the rather 

cold winter we’ve been having, and 

before you know it Easter will come 

round again, and that always makes us 

feel that the summer is not far away. 
 

Speaking of Easter, you might like to 

know that there will be a a service in 

one of the three churches of the 

benefice (Flitton, Silsoe and Pulloxhill) 

every day in Holy Week, culminating of 

course in the joy of Easter Sunday. You 

can find details of all the events on the 

benefice website www.3churches.uk. 

 

For children, Easter means lots of  

chocolate, and they can add to their 

haul by collecting a chocolate egg if 

they come to church on Easter Sunday. I 

hear a rumour that there may also be a 

church Easter Egg hunt somewhere in 

the benefice… watch the noticeboard 

and website for details! 
 

Of course, there is also lots of non-

church news inside, with the 

Coronation, Potato Race, Flitton Flits…. 

No excuses then, get out and 

have fun! 
 

 Angela/Jo 

Simon/Pamela 

Spring 2023 

The parish newsletter  
for Flitton,  

Greenfield and  
Wardhedges 
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From Your Parish Council… 
Keep up to date with what’s going on in Flitton,  
Greenfield and Wardhedges 
 
I hope that you all had a fantastic Christmas and New Year and are looking forward to 
a great 2023. As I write this it is noticeable that spring bulbs are starting to nudge 
upward, and birds are looking to rebuild nests. This theme of renewal is also one for 
your Parish Council. 

Firstly, I would like to publicly thank Councillor Jen Fisher, who will be standing down 
from the Parish Council after several years in May. Her support and enthusiasm for all 
things in the parish will be missed and I wish her well.  

The whole of your Parish Council is required to stand down in May this year and seek 
re-election for the next five years. I said that this is your Parish Council, so if you have 
been thinking about supporting your local community this may be a great way to give 
something back. If anyone is interested, this is the time for you to get involved and I 
would be more than happy to talk through the roles, structure and commitment that 
may be required. So please do call. 

The annual budget and the precept for 2023-2024 has been finalised. We have 
agreed an increase of 1.5% for our tax base. It’s just a small increase of less than £1 
per annum for a Band D Council Tax payer. 

We continue to work with CBC to try to do more to alleviate traffic issues within the 
parish and this led to road surveys in 2022 on all routes into and out of Flitton, 
Greenfield and Wardhedges. The results didn’t surprise us in that the volumes of 
traffic, at traditional rush hour times especially, were quite high. The Parish Council 
has been trying to justify the installation of speed indicator cameras to CBC and I can 
confirm that two stretches of road,being Sand Road in Flitton and High Street (Moat 
Farm end) in Greenfield, met the criteria laid down. This will lead to two cameras 
being installed in the next few months. We hope these will provide a visible deterrent 
to those relatively few drivers that speed through our villages. 

Those who use the playing field will have noticed a new gate has been installed; this 
isn’t quite complete yet but will include access for all through to the new bench that 
was installed as part of the late Queen’s 70th Jubilee celebrations. 

Back for another year in the Spring, will be the Great British Spring Clean, a country 
wide initiative that gets communities together to help collect litter within the Parish. 
This is usually well supported by the schools and has been traditionally by 
parishioners. It is a great way to get to know other like-minded neighbours and have a 
laugh at some of the rubbish people have thrown into our hedgerows! Once we have 
a date it will be communicated via the Parish Website at 
flittonandgreenfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk and the community Facebook page. 

We are currently looking at supporting celebrations for the new King’s Coronation and 
welcome any ideas that you may have so do get in touch with any of us if you want to 
get involved in this or, indeed, any other Council initiative as we always welcome help 
from our community. 

Mark Gates 
Chairman of the Parish Council 
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Sun 5 Feb 10.30 am 
9.30 am/11 am 

Morning Worship with Rev Simon and Jo 
Holy Communion at Silsoe/All Age Morning Worship at Pulloxhill  

Sun 12 Feb 10.30 am 
9.30 am/11 am 

Holy Communion with  Rev Louise 
Morning Worship at Silsoe/Morning Worship at Pulloxhill  

Sun 19 Feb 10.30 am 
9.30 am 
4 pm 

Café Church with Rev Simon 
Holy Communion at Silsoe  
Messy Church at Pulloxhill in the Church Hall 

Fri 24 Feb 10 am ‘4th Friday at Flitton’ Holy Communion Service with Rev Louise 

Sun 26 Feb  
9.30 am/11 am 

No Service at Flitton 
Holy Communion at Silsoe/Holy Communion at Pulloxhill  

Sun 5 Mar 10.30 am 
9.30 am/11 am 

Morning Worship with Gillian Kern 
Holy Communion at Silsoe/All Age Service at Pulloxhill 

Sun 12 Mar 10.30 am 
9.30 am/11 am 
4pm 

Holy Communion with Rev Simon  
Morning Worship at Silsoe/Morning Worship at Pulloxhill 
Messy Church at Silsoe 

Sun 19 Mar 10.30 am 
9.30 am 
11 am 

Mothering Sunday All Age Communion Service with Rev Louise 
Mothering Sunday Communion at Silsoe 
Mothering Sunday Communion at Pulloxhill 

Fri 24 Mar 10 am ‘4th Friday at Flitton’ Holy Communion Service with Rev Louise  

Sun 26 Mar  
9.30 am/11 am 

No Service at Flitton 
Holy Communion at Silsoe/Morning Worship at Pulloxhill  

Sun 2 Apr 10 am 
 

3Churches Service for Palm Sunday at Silsoe with Revs Louise/Simon 
No Services at Flitton and Pulloxhill 

Sun 9 Apr 10.30 am 
tbc/9.30 am 

Holy Communion for Easter Sunday 
Sunrise Communion at Puloxhill/Easter Communion at Silsoe 

Sun 16 Apr 10.30 am 
9.30 am/11 am 

Café Church in the Church Hall with Jo and Margaret 
Holy Communion at Silsoe/Morning Worship at Pulloxhill  

Sun 23 Apr  
9.30 am/11 am 

No Service at Flitton 
Holy Communion at Silsoe/Social Sunday at Pulloxhill 

Fri 28 Apr 10 am ‘4th Friday at Flitton’ Holy Communion Service   

Sun 30 Apr 10 am 
4pm 

3Churches Communion Service at Pulloxhill 
Messy Church in Flitton Church Hall 

Sun 7 May 10.30 am 
9.30 am/11 am 

All Age Morning Worship followed by PCC AGM 
Holy Communion at Silsoe/Holy Communion at Pulloxhill 

Services for Spring 
Check for updates on noticeboard or 3churches.uk 
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Dear Friends 
 
Spring is a time of change, we may not clock it as yet with probably another ‘beast 
from the east’ still to come.  But the days are getting longer and I try to optimistically 
encourage folks with the fact that summer is coming (although perhaps not with the 
severity we pray of last year’s hottest on record).  
 
Change is a constant of life, we can feel threatened by it or embrace its possibilities 
for the future. By the time this goes to distribution I will have started an additional 
part-time job working for St Albans Diocese in vocations and training so a new pattern 
in my week will be emerging. It got me thinking about all the jobs long and short I 
have had over the years. From paper rounds, through catching chickens, hospital 
cleaning, Kenyan teeth safaris, teaching and vicaring (still working on this one!), 
change has been afoot.  
 
Sometimes in more wistful moments I ponder what I might have been if not a teacher 
or minister and I’m left with hotel inspector (bit of a recovering perfectionist), 
children’s entertainer (may have had to retire early), movie critic (too opinionated) or 
travel writer ( I like the  travel but not the write up). Sadly my ever-expanding list of 
possible jobs will have to be parked as changing careers now is unrealistic! 
 
The unknown writer of the Book of Ecclesiastes was not someone to have round to 
your party as much of their twelve punchy chapters in the Bible were about the 
seeming meaninglessness of life. Many of us may know Chapter three’s, ‘A Time for 
Everything’ put to song memorably by The Byrds. It reflects the gift of time and the 
opportunities that we have to create change and to turn from one aspect of life to 
another. Change at its best is motivated by  a desire to make the most of ourselves 
and better the lives of others. 
 
So whatever this unfolding season brings I pray for change not for change’s sake but 
that you and I more fully bring to realisation, what will make the best of the time we 
are blessed with. It would be wonderful as the author of Ecclesiastes wrote for more 
healing, building, laughing , dancing, mending and peace everywhere. 
 
Every Blessing 
Revs Simon and Louise Moore 

Flitton Church News 
The Benefice of Silsoe, Flitton and Pulloxhill                                                                   

Growing as beacons of Christ’s Light in our Communities 

From from our vicars, Simon and Louise Moore... 

4 
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Flittabus Community Transport Limited 
is a non-profit making organization run 

and operated by volunteers and 
provides transport facilities to town and 

village communities throughout mid-
Bedfordshire offering scheduled 

timetables which cover 12 routes. 
Check out their timetables on the 

website 
https://

flittonandgreenfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk
/wp-admin/post.php?

post=3744&action=edit to see if you 
can use this community transport 
Anyone can use Flittabus and bus 
passes are accepted on all routes. 

They also 
operate a hail-to-ride system and will 
pick up passengers anywhere along 

the route, 
as long as it is safe to do so. The buses 

are also available for community 
private hire, provided hirers conform to 

the requirements of the law and that 
the purpose of the hire is appropriate – 

hire line 07563 170 067. For further 
details please visit flittabus.co.uk 

‘Flit‘n’More is published and distributed by the Parochial Church Council of St. John the 
Baptist, Flitton, and Flitton & Greenfield Parish Council. The editors are Jo Holt, 
jo_holt@sky.com and Angela Ayres, angelaayres2468@gmail.com Please note that views 
expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Editors or PCC. ADVERTISE 
YOUR EVENT/ORGANISATION IN FLIT ‘N’ MORE…. THAT’S WHAT IT’S 
THERE FOR! The next issue will be out in May 2023 for events up until July. Please contact 
Jo or Angela if you have something to publicise, or Simon on 861727 if you would like to 
advertise. Free for voluntary groups, very good rates for businesses. 

Flittabus  -  Mid Beds 

Community Transport 

Just in case you’ve forgotten it, here is 

the famous passage from Ecclesiastes 

which the Rev Simon mentions in his 

article opposite…  

To every thing there is a season, and 
a time to every purpose under the 
heaven: 
 

A time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck 
up that which is planted; 
 

A time to kill, and a time to heal; a 
time to break down, and a time to 
build up; 
 

A time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to 
dance; 
 

A time to cast away stones, and a 
time to gather stones together; a time 
to embrace, and a time to refrain 
from embracing; 
 

A time to get, and a time to lose; a 
time to keep, and a time to cast 
away; 
 

A time to rend, and a time to sew; a 
time to keep silence, and a time to 
speak; 
 

A time to love, and a time to hate; a 
time of war, and a time of peace. 
 
(Ecclesiastes 3; v1-8) 

https://flittonandgreenfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-admin/post.php?post=3744&action=edit
https://flittonandgreenfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-admin/post.php?post=3744&action=edit
https://flittonandgreenfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-admin/post.php?post=3744&action=edit
https://flittonandgreenfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-admin/post.php?post=3744&action=edit
https://flittonandgreenfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-admin/post.php?post=3744&action=edit
http://www.flittabus.co.uk/
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Jo Holt (Chair) 

01525 792777 

jo_holt@sky.com 

Friends of Flitton 
and 
Greenfield Church 

Our next event is.. 
 

SPRING COFFEE MORNING 
 
 

Saturday 25th March in the Church Hall,  
10.30 am to 12.30 pm 

 
 

COFFEE AND CAKES!    
CRAFT STALLS !        
TOMBOLA! 

Here we go again… 

Friday 12th May, 7.30 pm,  

Flitton Church Hall 
 

OH NO, NOT THAT        

FLITTON QUIZ AGAIN! 
You don’t need to be brainy, in fact some might say it would be a 

disadvantage, you just need to be up for a good time!                       
BAR!    RAFFLE!    PRIZES!  

 

Teams of 6 , ticket price £10 per person includes 
‘Posh’ Ploughman’s Supper and there’s a licensed bar 
(Please no BYO as it’s a fundraiser for Flitton Church and Friends) 

 

Call Angela on 01525 860723  

or angelaayres2468@gmail.com  

to reserve your table     Book EARLY to avoid disappointment 
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CHLOE’S LITTLE BOOK SHOP 

Discounted Children’s Books 

 

NEW WEBSITE  
now live!! 

chloeslittlebookshop.com 
Free delivery within the villages 



9 

ADVENT WINDOWS 2022 

For the past few years our villages have 
been transformed in December by some 
AMAZING advent windows! If you would 

like to take part this year, please call Jo on 
01525 792777/jo_holt@sky.com 

5 
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Let's Celebrate  
the Coronation! 
 
 
 
As you will remember, we celebrated the Platinum Jubilee 
last year  in style with a series of events over the weekend 
and everyone enjoyed the opportunity to come together for a party. We have another 
opportunity - this time to celebrate the King's Coronation over the weekend of 6th to 
8th May - yes an extra Bank Holiday.  
The outline plan is 
 

Saturday 6th 
Watching the coronation on the big screen in the village hall, accompanied by the 
licensed bar and refreshments such as bacon rolls and cream teas  
 

Sunday 7th 
Celebration in the park ie the recreation field with live music, kids entertainment, food 
wagons and, of course, the hall bar. Timings are approx 1-5 and then adjourning into 
the hall to watch the evening concert at Windsor on the big screen, hopefully with a 
fish'n chip supper. 
Other activities will be the design a crown and coronation cake competitions 
 

Monday 8th 
This is called the Big Help Out with the emphasis on volunteering so here's an 
opportunity to lend a hand with the various voluntary groups around the villages and 
then come together for a well-earned BBQ 
 

There will be more going on but at this stage we need help coordinating the various 
events and organising the Celebration in the Park in particular. We hope to repeat the 
success of last year's Jubilee organising committee but we need volunteers now - 
anyone interested should  contact Simon Sadler on 07341 550990 
or flittonsadler1@btinternet.com. Likewise, please let us know of any other activities 
taking place in the villages.  
 

The immediate challenge is fund-raising which needs to start now - the 1st fund-raiser 
will be the Valentine's Soul and Motown evening on 11th February - see the Facebook 
Community page. Another musical evening is in the pipeline but we are looking for 
sponsorship or donation as without them,, we cannot repeat the free musical and 
kids' entertainment of last year.  
 

A separate flyer will be distributed when details and events are confirmed, but in the 
meantime put these in your diary . 
 

Let's Celebrate but also let's get involved. 
 

mailto:flittonsadler1@btinternet.com
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Notice of the 17th Flitton Flit Fun Runs 

As usual the first Bank Holiday Monday in May 

 

Monday 1st May 2023 
 

Time to get yourself fit for a great run around Flitton & Flitwick 
Moors over a flat cross-country route. 

The event raises funds for the beautiful Flitton Moor local nature 
reserve. 

Entry forms are available at local pubs 

And on our website:  www.FDHG.co.uk/events    

For more information, offers of help, or enquiries, please contact  

David Sedgley on 01525 714961 or Andrea McCormick on 01525 717661  

Or by email:   flittonflit@gmail.com  

http://www.FDHG.co.uk/events
mailto:flittonflit@gmail.com
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From 2pm until 4pm on the 1st Monday of the month, bank holidays 
permitting  ie 6th February, 6th March, 3rd April, 15th May and 5th June 
  

• do you need help with setting up your new Xmas present? Bring your 
device and problem or query for expert assistance 

• we would welcome any redundant iPads, tablets, mobiles (and leads, if 
possible) for recycling to those in need 

• do you know about using BBC Sounds to download your favourite radio 
programmes? 

• do you know how to pay in cheques via online banking? 

• discover the latest updates on Action Fraud 

• discover how to set up your online Post Office account 

Come on down to the village hall  
for professional IT advice from Computerman or  just a cuppa  

(or mugga) and a chat in the warmth and bring a friend 

Supported by the Parish Council, Village Hall Committee and Good Neighbours. 
There is no charge for the advice or refreshments so we look forward  

to seeing you with or without your IT device. 
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by kind, caring professionals 

Fully insured 

Currently taking 
on new customers 
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Silsoe Drama Club Presents 

Thurs 20/Fri 21/Sat 22 April at 7.30 pm  in Silsoe Village Hall 

Tickets £12, online or by phone; visit silsoedramaclub.co.uk 

A fast paced comedy about the famous orange seller turned actress who became the mistress 

of Charles II. Full of bawdy humour (expect some ‘fruity’ language!) song and dance, 

combined with a poignant love story.  
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Flit Vale Wildlife Trust  

Spring Programme 2023 
 

 
Monday 20th March   
7.30pm – Maulden Church Hall  
“The Wildlife of Estonia” - by Dr Wilf Powel. 
This small country has over 100 butterfly species and is on a major bird migration 
route.  Wilf will tell us about many of its splendours seen on 6 visits since 2009. 
 
 
Saturday 22nd April                                                                                                                               
10.00am – Walk at Knocking Hoe nature reserve Pegsdon. 
Led by Dr Graham Bellamy – looking for Pasque Flowers & other grassland flora. 
We may also spot some birds on spring migration. 
 
 
Saturday 13th May  
10.00am -  Whipsnade Downs – park in National Trust car park 
A Butterfly walk led by Dr Wilf Powel. Join butterfly enthusiast Wilf, searching for 
the lovely species found on the downs. 
 
Please phone to book and for more information on talks & walks. 
Walks & talks are £4 per person – children free. 
Please contact Ann on 07580 178889  or  flitvale.info@gmail.com   

CANDLES FOR UKRAINE 

Simon Sadler is collecting used and unused candles 

to help local Ukrainian refugees. 

If you have any, please leave them in the church 

porch at any time and Simon will collect them. 

mailto:flitvale.info@gmail.com
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0%,  In these financially difficult times I am pleased that Central Bedfordshire 

council is proposing not to increase council tax, while maintaining services. These 
are always difficult decisions, as we would like to do more, but think with residents 
facing significant pressure on household budgets it is the right thing to do. 

 

A big frustration in the last few months has been the absurd number of road 
closures and temporary traffic lights in the area. Whilst some have been for long 
term essential works such as the culvert in Greenfield Rd Flitwick, the majority have 
been down to utility companies, particularly Anglian Water seeking emergency 
access for leaks etc. But so frustrating to see a road closed for a couple of weeks 
with barely any work going on.  I have raised this and CBC will seek to implement a 
Lane Rental scheme, which means utility companies (and others) get charged for the 
time they close the highway, incentivising them to get on with the job. 

 

The traffic interchange at Flitwick is almost complete (a couple of minor mods are 
still needed) providing much better access to the station and improving traffic flow 
on the High Street and around Tesco’s. And more good news, that we should see the 
start on disabled access, with a new bridge and three lifts this summer. 

 

However it is frustrating to hear that following the closure of the Post Office in 
Flitwick, that Barclays will also be closing in the Spring. I have raised the issue of 
access to Banking facilities with ministers and our local MPs, with the nearest bank 
now being in Bedford. As a council CBC cannot run a Bank, but we will continue to 
work with any willing partner to facilitate a banking/service hub in the area. 

 

On the positive side, we are expecting the Aldi store in Flitwick to start construction 
in August 

James 

James Jamieson 
Central Bedfordshire Councillor for 
Pulloxhill, Flitton, Greenfield & Westoning 
Tel 03003008532  email 

james.jamieson@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk   

mailto:james.jamieson@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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VILLAGE HISTORY BY MARGARET BUTT 

Evacuees in World War II 
The Greenfield school register from the war years give details on the number of children who 
moved into the village. Evacuees started arriving from the outbreak of war in September 1939. 
Some were official evacuees but others came because there were relatives living in the Parish. 
The children came from all over the south of England such as Kent and  Sussex, but mostly they 
came from London – Finsbury, Southwark. Edgware, Camberwell etc. They would have arrived 
by train to Flitwick and then sent by bus to the villages around. About 50 evacuee children 
attended the school plus young children and  their mothers. 
 

This is a lot for a small village, no wonder the Parish Room had to be used as an extra 
classroom. If any household had a room to spare, they had to have an evacuee. If you refused, 
you faced a fine of £50 or 3 months in prison. Some households were banned from having 
evacuees because there was TB in the family. 
 

It must have been very difficult for everyone – the staff of the school and householders had to 
contend with an influx of children who were separated from their parents, not having the 
slightest idea what the countryside was like. I wonder how they got on with the local children 
and if they settled down to their new way of life. I heard that the boys fought a lot. One thing 
that surprised me was how many were only here for  a short time – sometimes weeks or a few 
months before they went back to London or elsewhere. Presumably the households where 
they stayed had their ration books and some of them, if they were evacuated to farms and 
small holdings probably helped out.  
 

Here are a few examples of evacuees from  my notes.  
John Pearson born 25.7.28 lived at 73 High St, Greenfield. He came from Brixton with his 2 
older brothers Harold and Sidney. There is no record of where they went to but other children 
are recorded as going back to London. Was there a system of children coming to villages like 
ours as a temporary measure just to get them out of London and then sent where they could 
live for a longer time? Or maybe they disliked the countryside so much, they preferred the risk 
of bombing? 
 

Betty, Eric and Lilian Bowden lived at 52 Fitzroy Cottages . Terence Hobbs lived at Sunnyside 
Cottage in Cemetery Lane. Another evacuee in Cemetery Lane was Thomas Kershaw. Joan 
Brady lived at The Old Vicarage in Flitton and left to go to Toddington.  
 

The Wilsher family – Beryl, Sylvia and Ronald  lived at 10 School Lane and all returned to 
London but no date given. Wilsher is such a familiar name that they must have come because 
they had family links. Peter Jones moved here from Croydon . He lived at Orchard House in 
Flitton. Florrie and Bob Bristow lived in a house on Greenfield High Street owned by the Shaw 
family. Bob took over the Arnolds Farm next to The Old Bell so some evacuees didn't return to 
their former homes and stayed in the village.  
 

Greenfield School could not cope with the influx of children so The Parish Room [now The 
Church Hall] was used by the boys. Three extra teachers came from London to help. The boys 
did so much damage in the hall that new tables and chairs had to be purchased after the war.  
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ORGANISATION CONTACT NAME PHONE 

Vicars Simon and Louise Moore 01525 643478 

Churchwarden Jo Holt 792777 

Flit ‘n’ More 
Editorial: Angela Ayres, Jo Holt 
Advertising: Simon Sadler 
Distribution: Pamela Buckley 

860723/792777 
861727 
860306 

Church Choir Clare Butler-Ellis 861496 

Bellringers Simon Stranks simon.stranks@3churches.uk 

Church Flowers Lesley Arthur 713325 

Friends of F & G Church Jo Holt 792777 

Parish Council Cerri Begley (Clerk) 
clerk@flittonandgreenfieldparish
council.gov.uk 

Village Hall Hire Margaret Lowe 07938 965817 

Church Hall Hire Jill Chandler 860715 

Bedfordshire Police Ampthill Team 01234 841212 

Greenfield Lower School 
& Ducklings Pre-School 

Head Teacher 
Mrs Debbie Drawbridge 

712426 

Good Neighbours www.good-neighbours.org.uk 07594 578741 

Scouts and Cubs Badger Hill Scout Group www.badgerhillscouts.org.uk 

Silsoe Drama Club Angela Ayres 860723 

Multi Use Games Area  Dawn Busbridge 07860 632427 

Allotments Bob Rishton/Rik Stokes Bob 07712 534901/Rik 712180  

Village Gala Margaret Lowe 861111 

Friends of Flitton Moor Dave Sedgley 714961   www.FDHG.co.uk 

Jazzercise Clare Godleman 404858 

Nicola Rayner Fitness Nicola Rayner fitone@live.co.uk  07801 510988 

Women’s Institute Meriel Davies 633421 

The Greensand Trust Maulden Office 01234 743666 

Potato Race Simon Sadler 861727 

The Mausoleum Wrest Park: 01525 860000 www.english-heritage.org.uk 

Jukebox Junction Dance Laura 07864 212171 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR DETAILS ADDED TO OR DELETED FROM THIS LIST,  
PLEASE CONTACT THE EDITORS 

http://www.FDHG.co.uk

