
Benefice of Silsoe, Pulloxhill and Flitton
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Sunday 28th June 2020

Welcome to our service of Morning Prayer and
the prayers for Matins

Led by Readers Gillian Kern and Roy Pinnock

Greeting

May Christ the daystar dawn in our hearts and triumph over the shades of night.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
Let us pray with one heart and mind.

Silence is kept

A prayer for the morning

Blessed are you, creator of all, 
to you be praise and glory for ever.
As your dawn renews the face of the earth 
bring light and life to creation, 
may we rejoice in this day you have made; 
as we wake refreshed from the depths of sleep, 
open our eyes to behold your presence 
and strengthen our hands to do your will, 
that the world may rejoice and give you praise.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.

Silence is kept

As we rejoice in the gift of a new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O Lord 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and forever.
Amen

The Altar in the church at Magdala on the Sea of Galilee. 
The Home of Mary Magdalene. (Gillian Kern 2019)



Hymn: Blessed Assurance

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Refrain:
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long;
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending, bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest,
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 

Invitation to confession

What God has prepared for those who love him, 
he has revealed to us through the Spirit;
for the Spirit searches everything. 
Therefore, let us let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, 
who has prepared good things for those who love him.

Confession

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. 
We have offended against thy holy laws.
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done;
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; 
and there is no health in us.
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. 
Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults.
Restore thou them that are penitent;
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesu our Lord. 
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life.

We ask forgiveness

Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, 
to thy faithful people pardon and peace, 
that they may be cleansed from all their sins, 
and serve thee with a quiet mind; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. Amen

Venite

O come, let us sing unto the Lord;
let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation.
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving
and be glad in him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God 
and a great king above all gods.
Come, let us worship and bow down 
and kneel before the lord our Maker.
For he is our God; 
we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever.

Psalm 13
How long, O LORD? Will You forget me forever?
How long will You hide Your face from me?
2 How long shall I take counsel in my soul,
Having sorrow in my heart daily?
How long will my enemy be exalted over me?

3 Consider and hear me, O LORD my God;
Enlighten my eyes,
Lest I sleep the sleep of death;
4 Lest my enemy say,
“I have prevailed against him”;
Lest those who trouble me rejoice when I am moved.

5 But I have trusted in Your mercy;
My heart shall rejoice in Your salvation.
6 I will sing to the LORD,
Because He has dealt bountifully with me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen



The Old Testament Reading: Genesis 22:1-14
Read by Sarah Colwell

22 After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 
2 He said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt-offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.’ 3 So Abraham 
rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his 
son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and went to the place in the 
distance that God had shown him. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far 
away. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go 
over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.’ 6 Abraham took the wood of the 
burnt-offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two 
of them walked on together. 7 Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, 
my son.’ He said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?’ 
8 Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the two of 
them walked on together.
9 When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the 
wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called 
to him from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 12 He said, ‘Do not lay
your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from me.’ 13 And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a 
thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt-offering instead 
of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place ‘The LORD will provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the 
mount of the LORD it shall be provided.’

Old Testament Canticle

You have raised up for us a mighty Saviour, 
born of the house of your servant David.
Blessed be the Lord the god of Israel, 
who has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, 
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets God promised of old 
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all that hate us,
To show mercy to our ancestors, 
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, 
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life,
And you child shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation
 by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
(Luke 1:68-79)



The Gospel Reading: Matthew 10:40-48
Read by Richard Colwell

 ‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent 
me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and
whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward 
of the righteous; 42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the 
name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.’

Sermon

The Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead:
on the third day he rose again;
he ascended to heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of the saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen

Intercessions

Collect for the third Sunday after Trinity

God our saviour, 
look on this wounded world in pity and power; 
hold us fast to your promise of peace 
won for us by your Son, 
our saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. Amen



Hymn: How great thou art

1. O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
thy power throughout the universe displayed;

Refrain: 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
how great thou art, how great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
how great thou art, how great thou art!

2. When through the woods and forest glades I wander
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze:

3. And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
sent him to die – I scarce can take it in
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
he bled and died to take away my sin:

4. When Christ shall come with shouts of acclamation
and take me home – what joy shall fill my heart!
Then shall I bow in humble adoration
and there proclaim, ‘my God, how great thou art!’
Then sings my soul…

Closing Prayer

For loving the world and knowing us by name
We thank you Lord.

For your healing love
We praise you Lord.

For your presence with us today 
and your hands that will lead us tomorrow
We rejoice with you Lord.
Amen.

May the blessing of God
Love maker, pain bearer and life giver
be with us all now and always. Amen
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