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Welcome

Gathering
Priest In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
All Amen
Priest We gather in the name of the living Christ to worship God.
All Surely, God is in this place and calls us to worship in spirit and in truth
Priest God’s love is for you and for people everywhere
All May we be renewed in the refreshing Spirit of the living Christ, 

that we may share God’s love and life.
Priest The living Christ is with us.
All Praise the Lord

Preparation
Priest Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.   

All Amen

Collect
Priest Let your merciful ears, O Lord,

be open to the prayers of your humble servants;
and that they may obtain their petitions
make them to ask such things as shall please you;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen



The Epistle read by Gordon Garvie

Romans 11:1-2a,29-32

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans

I ask, then, has God rejected his people?   By no means!   I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 
Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin.   God has not rejected his people whom he 
foreknew.

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.   Just as you were once disobedient to God but 
now have received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in or-
der that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy.   For God has imprisoned 
all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

This is the word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

Hymn

1. Dear Lord and Father of mankind
forgive our foolish ways!
Reclothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence praise,
in deeper reverence praise.

2. In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word,
rise up and follow thee,
rise up and follow thee.

3. O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,
where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity,
interpreted by love!
Interpreted by love!

4. Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace,
the beauty of thy peace.

5. Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
O still small voice of calm!
O still small voice of calm!

The Gospel read by Gillian Chapple

Matthew 15:21-28

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
All Glory to you, O Lord.



Jesus went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon.   A Canaanite woman from that region came out 
and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David;  my daughter is tormented by a de-
mon.’   But he did not answer her at all.   And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her 
away, for she keeps shouting after us.’   He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.’   But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’   He answered, ‘It is 
not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’   She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the 
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’   Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great
is your faith!   let it be done for you as you wish.’   And her daughter was healed instantly.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
The Rt Revd. Dr Michael Beasley, Bishop of Hertford.

Creed
Priest Let us declare our faith in God.
All We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



Intercessions led by Anna and Gordon Garvie

Invitation to Confession
Priest You then, who truly and earnestly repent of your sins,

and are in love and charity with your neighbours,
and intend to lead a new life,
following the commandments of God,
and walking from this day forward in his holy ways:
draw near with faith, and take this holy sacrament to your comfort;
and make your humble confession to almighty God.

Confession
All Almighty God, our Heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you,
through our own fault,
in thought, and word, and deed,
and in what we have left undone.
We are heartily sorry,
and repent of all our sins.
For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

Absolution
Priest Almighty God, our Heavenly Father

who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins
to all those who with heartfelt repentance and true faith turn to him:
have mercy on you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness
and bring you to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen

Hymn

1. Father hear the prayer we offer
not for ease that prayer shall be,
but for strength that we may ever
live our lives courageously.

2. Not for ever in green pastures
do we ask our way to be;
but the steep and rugged pathway
may we tread rejoicingly.

3. Not for ever by still waters
would we idly rest and stay;
but would smite the living fountains
from the rocks along our way.

4. Be our strength in hours of weakness,
in our wand’rings be our guide;
through endeavour, failure, danger,
Father, be thou at our side.



Eucharistic Prayer
Priest The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
Priest Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

Priest Father, you made the world and love your creation.
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour.
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death.
And so we gladly thank you,
with saints and angels praising you, and saying:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Priest We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat;  this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.



Priest Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

All Amen.

Priest Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
All Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Priest Come, not because you must, but because you may,

not because you are strong, but because you are weak.
Come, not because any goodness of your own gives you a right to come,

but because you need mercy and help.
Come, because you love the Lord a little and would like to love Him more.
Come, because He loved you and gave Himself for you.
Come and meet the risen Christ, for we are His body.

Post Communion Prayer
Priest God of our pilgrimage,

you have willed that the gate of mercy
should stand open for those who trust in you:
look upon us with your favour
that we who follow the path of your will
may never wander from the way of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.



Hymn

1. Blest are the pure in heart
for they shall see our God;
the secret of the Lord is theirs,
their soul is Christ’s abode.

2. The Lord who left the heavens
our life and peace to bring,
to dwell in lowliness with us,
our pattern and our King.

3. Still to the lowly soul
he doth himself impart,
and for his dwelling and his throne
chooseth the pure in heart.

4. Lord, we thy presence seek;
may ours this blessing be:
give us a pure and lowly heart,
a temple meet for thee.

Prayer after Communion
All Father of all,

we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing
Priest The peace of God, which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always.

All Amen

Priest Go in the name of the Lord
All Thanks be to God.
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