
The Benefice of Silsoe, Pulloxhill and Flitton
Growing as Beacons of Christ’s Light in the world

Sunday 19th July 2020

Evening Prayer 

Led by Readers Gillian Kern & Roy Pinnock

An invitation

Come Holy Spirit, Creator blest
and in our souls take up Thy rest,
come with Thy grace and heavenly aid
to fill the hearts which Thou hast blessed.
(Veni Creator Spiritus)

Hymn: The servant king

1. From heaven you came helpless babe
Entered our world, your glory veiled
Not to be served but to serve
And give Your life that we might live

Refrain:
This is our God, The Servant King
He calls us now to follow Him
To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to The Servant King

2. There in the garden of tears
My heavy load he chose to bear
His heart with sorrow was torn
'Yet not My will but Yours,' He said

3. Come see His hands and His feet
The scars that speak of sacrifice
Hands that flung stars into space
To cruel nails surrendered

4. So let us learn how to serve
And in our lives enthrone Him
Each other's needs to prefer
For it is Christ we're serving

Introduction to confession

Beloved, we come together in the presence of almighty 
God and of the whole company of heaven to offer unto him 
through our Lord Jesus Christ our worship and praise and 
thanksgiving; to make confession of our sins; to pray, 
as well for others as for ourselves, that we may know 
more truly the greatness of God's love and shew forth in our lives 
the fruits of his grace; and to ask on behalf of all men such things 
as their well-being doth require.

The Temple Walls in Jersualem - Gillian Kern



Confession

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and desires 
of our own hearts. 
We have offended against thy holy laws. 
We have left undone those things 
which we ought to have done; 
and we have done those things 
which we ought not to have done; 
and there is no health in us. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. 
Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults. 
Restore thou them that are penitent; 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life. 

Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, 
to thy faithful people pardon and peace, 
that we may be cleansed from all our sins, 
and serve thee with a quiet mind; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.  Amen

O Lord, open thou our lips.
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord's name be praised.



Psalm 139

1O LORD, you have searched me and known me.
2You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
3You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4Even before a word is on my tongue,
O LORD, you know it completely.
5You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain it.

7Where can I go from your spirit?
Or where can I flee from your presence?
8If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
9If I take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
10even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me fast.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen.

The Old Testament Reading - Read by Alice Butler

Genesis 28:10-19 

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. 11 He came to a certain place and stayed there 
for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his 
head and lay down in that place. 12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, 
the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 
13 And the LORD stood beside him and said, ‘I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the 
God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; 14 and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to 
the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your 
offspring. 15 Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to
this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.’ 16 Then Jacob woke 
from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the LORD is in this place—and I did not know it!’ 17 And he was 
afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven.’

18 So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set
it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called that place Bethel; but the name of the 
city was Luz at the first. 



The Magnificat

My Soul doth magnify the Lord
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth 
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me  
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations.

He hath shewed strength with his arm
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat 
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things  
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Luke 1.46-55

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 
world without end. Amen.

The Gospel read by Matt Butler

Matthew 13:24-30.36-43 

24 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone 
who sowed good seed in his field; 25 but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then 
the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, 
did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” 28 He 
answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and 
gather them?” 29 But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along
with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into 
my barn.”’

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.’ 37 He answered, ‘The one who sows the good 
seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom;
the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the 
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and 
burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and 
they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them 
into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous 
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!



Nunc Dimitiss

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
Luke 2.29-32

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end. Amen.

The Creed

I believe in God the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
 
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. Amen.



O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.

O, Lord save the Queen
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 
but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collect for the sixth Sunday after Trinity

Creator God, 
you made us all in your image: 
may we discern you in all we see, 
and serve you in all that we do; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Second Collect

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
 and all just works do proceed; 
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 
that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments,
and also that, by thee,
we being defended from the fear of our enemies 
may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen

Third Collect

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 
and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; 

for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Sermon: 

Intercessions 
Bidding: Lord hear us
Response: Lord graciously hear us



Hymn: The day thou gavest

1 The day Thou gavest, Lord, is ended,
the darkness falls at your behest;
to you our morning hymns ascended,
your praise shall hallow now our rest.

2 We thank you that your church, unsleeping
while earth rolls onward into light,
through all the world her watch is keeping,
and rests not now by day or night.

3 As o'er each continent and island
the dawn leads on another day,
the voice of pray'r is never silent,
nor dies the strain of praise away.

4 The sun, that bids us rest, is waking
our brethren 'neath the western sky,
and hour by hour fresh lips are making
your wondrous doings heard on high.

5 So be it, Lord; your throne shall never,
like earth's proud empires, pass away;
but stand and rule and grow forever,
'til all your creatures own your sway.

Final Prayers

In darkness and in light, 
in trouble and in joy, 
help us, heavenly Father,
to trust your love, 
to serve your purpose,
and to praise your name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Jesus Christ is the light of the world:
a light no darkness can quench

The darkness is not dark to you: 
the night is as bright as the day.

Let your light scatter the darkness: 
and fill your church with your glory.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
The Love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
Be with us all evermore. Amen
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