The Benefice of Silsoe, Pulloxhill and Flitton
Growing as Beacons of Christ’s Light in our Communities
Evening Prayer for Sunday 14th June 2020
Our service today is led by Reader Gillian Kern

(The Convent of the Nativity Nazareth -Gillian Kern January 2019)

A welcome
Preparation for confession
Beloved, we are come together in the presence of almighty
God and of the whole company of heaven to offer unto him
through our Lord Jesus Christ our worship and praise and
thanksgiving; to make confession of our sins; to pray,
as well for others as for ourselves, that we may know
more truly the greatness of God's love and shew forth in our lives
the fruits of his grace; and to ask on behalf of all men such things
as their well-being doth require.
Confession
Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep.
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts.
We have offended against thy holy laws.
We have left undone those things
which we ought to have done;
and we have done those things
which we ought not to have done;
and there is no health in us.
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders.
Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults.
Restore thou them that are penitent;
according to thy promises declared unto mankind
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life.

Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord,
to thy faithful people pardon and peace,
that they may be cleansed from all their sins,
and serve thee with a quiet mind;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen
O Lord, open thou our lips
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord's name be praised.
Hymn: Be still for the presence of the Lord
1. Be still for the presence of the Lord
The Holy One is here
Come bow before Him now
With reverence and fear
In Him no sin is found
We stand on holy ground
Be still for the presence of the Lord
The Holy One is here

2. Be still for the glory of the Lord
Is shining all around
He burns with holy fire
With splendor He is crowned
How awesome is the sight
Our radiant King of light
Be still for the glory of the Lord
Is shining all around

3. Be still for the power of the Lord
Is moving in this place
He comes to cleanse and heal
To minister His grace
No work too hard for Him
In faith receive from Him
Be still for the power of the Lord
Is moving in this place

Psalm 116 verse 1 and verses 10-17
1

I love the LORD, because he has heardmy voice and my supplications.
I kept my faith, even when I said,
‘I am greatly afflicted’;
11
I said in my consternation,
‘Everyone is a liar.’
10

12

What shall I return to the LORD
for all his bounty to me?
13
I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD,
14
I will pay my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people.
15
Precious in the sight of the LORD
is the death of his faithful ones.
16

O LORD, I am your servant;
I am your servant, the child of your serving-maid.
You have loosed my bonds.
17
I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
and call on the name of the LORD.
18
I will pay my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people,
19
in the courts of the house of the LORD,
in your midst, O Jerusalem.
Praise the LORD!
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
The Old Testament Reading
Genesis 18:1-15 (New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised)
Read by Sheila Biscoe
18 The LORD appeared to Abraham[a] by the oaks[b] of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent
in the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them,
he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, ‘My lord, if
I find favour with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.’ So they said,
‘Do as you have said.’ 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, ‘Make ready
quickly three measures[c] of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.’ 7 Abraham ran to the herd, and
took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took
curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them
under the tree while they ate.

9

They said to him, ‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ And he said, ‘There, in the tent.’ 10 Then one said, ‘I
will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.’ And Sarah was
listening at the tent entrance behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it
had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying,
‘After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?’ 13 The LORD said to Abraham,
‘Why did Sarah laugh, and say, “Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?” 14 Is anything too
wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a
son.’ 15 But Sarah denied, saying, ‘I did not laugh’; for she was afraid. He said, ‘Oh yes, you did
laugh.’
The Magnificat
My Soul doth magnify the Lord
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him
throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
Luke 1.46-55
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end. Amen.
The Gospel
Matthew 9:35-10:13 (New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised)
Read by Dr Paul Biscoe
35

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are
few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.’
10 Then Jesus[a] summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to
cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve
apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his

brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;[b] 4 Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.
5

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles,
and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As
you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” [c] 8 Cure the sick, raise
the dead, cleanse the lepers,[d] cast out demons. You received without payment; give without
payment. 9 Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics,
or sandals, or a staff; for labourers deserve their food. 11 Whatever town or village you enter, find
out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 If the
house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.
Nunc Dimitiss
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation;
Which thou hast prepared
before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Luke 2.29-32
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end. Amen.
The Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
to communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil. Amen.
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.
O, Lord save the Queen
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,
but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
The Collect for the first Sunday after Trinity
God of truth,
Help us to keep your law of love
And to walk in ways of wisdom,
That we may find true life
In Jesus Christ your Son.
Second Collect
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works do proceed;
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give;
that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments,
and also that, by thee,
we being defended from the fear of our enemies
may pass our time in rest and quietness;
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.
Third Collect
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;
and by thy great mercy defend us
from all perils and dangers of this night;
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Anthem: The Lord’s my shepherd
Performed by Face2Face and men from the Chapel of the Transfiguration, HMP The Mount
Sermon: The Right Reverend Richard Atkinson Bishop of Bedford
Intercessions
Hymn: Blessed Assurance
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Refrain:
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long;
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending, bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.
3 Perfect submission, all is at rest,
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love.
Final Prayers
For loving the world and knowing us by name
We thank you Lord
For your healing love, we praise you Lord
For your presence with us tonight
and for your hands that will lead us tomorrow
we rejoice with you Lord
May the blessing of God,
love maker, pain bearer and life giver,
be with us all, now and always. Amen.
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