
The Benefice of Silsoe, Pulloxhill and Flitton

Collect, Psalm and Readings for Thursday 26.03.20

Collect

Merciful Father, 
You know our struggle to serve you:
When sin spoils our lives
And overshadows our hearts, come to our aid
And turn us back to you again:
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Psalm 53

1 The fool says in his heart,
    “There is no God.”
They are corrupt, and their ways are vile;
    there is no one who does good.

2 God looks down from heaven
    on all mankind
to see if there are any who understand,
    any who seek God.
3 Everyone has turned away, all have become corrupt;
    there is no one who does good,
    not even one.

4 Do all these evildoers know nothing?
They devour my people as though eating bread;
    they never call on God.
5 But there they are, overwhelmed with dread,
    where there was nothing to dread.
God scattered the bones of those who attacked you;
    you put them to shame, for God despised them.

6 Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion!
    When God restores his people,
    let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad!

Exodus 4:27-6:1 

27 The LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.” So he met Moses at the mountain 
of God and kissed him. 28 Then Moses told Aaron everything the LORD had sent him to say, and also 
about all the signs he had commanded him to perform.29 Moses and Aaron brought together all the 
elders of the Israelites, 30 and Aaron told them everything the LORD had said to Moses. He also 
performed the signs before the people, 31 and they believed. And when they heard that the LORD was 
concerned about them and had seen their misery, they bowed down and worshiped.



5 Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, 
says: ‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the wilderness.’”2 Pharaoh said, 
“Who is the LORD, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I will not let 
Israel go.”3 Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Now let us take a three-day 
journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God, or he may strike us with plagues or
with the sword.”4 But the king of Egypt said, “Moses and Aaron, why are you taking the people away 
from their labour? Get back to your work!” 5 Then Pharaoh said, “Look, the people of the land are 
now numerous, and you are stopping them from working.”6 That same day Pharaoh gave this order to 
the slave drivers and overseers in charge of the people: 7 “You are no longer to supply the people with
straw for making bricks; let them go and gather their own straw. 8 But require them to make the same 
number of bricks as before; don’t reduce the quota. They are lazy; that is why they are crying out, ‘Let
us go and sacrifice to our God.’ 9 Make the work harder for the people so that they keep working and 
pay no attention to lies.”

10 Then the slave drivers and the overseers went out and said to the people, “This is what Pharaoh 
says: ‘I will not give you any more straw. 11 Go and get your own straw wherever you can find it, but 
your work will not be reduced at all.’” 12 So the people scattered all over Egypt to gather stubble to use
for straw. 13 The slave drivers kept pressing them, saying, “Complete the work required of you for each
day, just as when you had straw.” 14 And Pharaoh’s slave drivers beat the Israelite overseers they had 
appointed, demanding, “Why haven’t you met your quota of bricks yesterday or today, as 
before?”15 Then the Israelite overseers went and appealed to Pharaoh: “Why have you treated your 
servants this way? 16 Your servants are given no straw, yet we are told, ‘Make bricks!’ Your servants are
being beaten, but the fault is with your own people.”17 Pharaoh said, “Lazy, that’s what you are—lazy! 
That is why you keep saying, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the LORD.’ 18 Now get to work. You will not be 
given any straw, yet you must produce your full quota of bricks.”19 The Israelite overseers realized they
were in trouble when they were told, “You are not to reduce the number of bricks required of you for 
each day.” 20 When they left Pharaoh, they found Moses and Aaron waiting to meet them, 21 and they 
said, “May the LORD look on you and judge you! You have made us obnoxious to Pharaoh and his 
officials and have put a sword in their hand to kill us.”22 Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Why, 
Lord, why have you brought trouble on this people? Is this why you sent me? 23 Ever since I went to 
Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has brought trouble on this people, and you have not rescued 
your people at all.”

6 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh: Because of my mighty 
hand he will let them go; because of my mighty hand he will drive them out of his country.”

Hebrews 10:19-25 

19 Therefore, my friends,[a] since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 
20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 
21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us approach with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has 
promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 
25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A19-25&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-30136a
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